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Esthetics
Created with natural nuances so you can 
con�dently speak, smile, and laugh.

Contours
Naturally sculpted tissue surfaces make Cosmetic Precision 
Dentures almost indistinguishable from natural tissues.

Health
Eat virtually any food e�ciently to improve digestion. 
Strength and Fit – extremely dense materials provide a 
strong, secure, non-irritating, comfortable �t.

Biocompatibility
Dense equalized materials aid in preventing stain and odour 
buildup.

ADVANTAGES
& BENEFITS
OF BEING AN ESTHETICS DENTURE
STUDIO PATIENT

Alex Hupka has 26 years of experience as a registered dental techni-
cian and 22 years of experience as a registered denturist.

A Combined experience of 48 years in the dental �eld produces results 
of esthetic beauty with unparalleled accuracy in all our products.

Natural beauty esthetics and function, immaculate attention to detail.

We provide integrated treatment planning with your dentist or surgeon.

Implant-supported and retained denture treatment planning and 
engineering.

Highest quality dental materials available with no compromise.

We have an in-house laboratory to maintain product and quality 
control for all your needs.

5-year warranty against breakage during eating.

Free home care kit, including professional denture cleaner with new 
cosmetic and partial dentures for the lifetime of being our patient.
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COSMETIC PRECISION DENTURE
SYSTEM

Premium quality Cosmetic Precision Dentures instill con�dence and 
provide optimum function while eating, speaking, and laughing. 
Sophisticated instrumentation records facial and anatomical 
information to recreate your natural smile and the youthful 
facial contours of your lips and cheeks.

Our premium quality teeth duplicate natural teeth. Our 
premium teeth contours are designed to match your 
skeletal type with feminine and masculine characteristics 
to accentuate your appeal.
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#240 – 3671 Westminster Hwy,
Richmond, BC V7C 5V2
2nd �oor of Terra Nova Shopping Centre

No referral needed, call to book your free consultation

604-279-9151       bcdenturist.ca

ALEX
HUPKA

RD, RDT,
Denturist.
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Our City Tonight, a national 
television show airs twice week-
ly on CHEKTV and their nation-
al partners and also airs three 
times a day on NOVUS Entertain-
ment. They have shared with the 
Richmond Sentinel, filmed inter-
views with: authors, singers, ac-
tors, film makers, wine and food 
industry, entrepreneurs, travel, 
fashion, charities, sports,  the arts, 
movies, health and wellness. The 
TV series is personality driven 
covering a variety of topics. Jim 
Gordon is also actively involved 
with the Richmond Sentinel Me-
dia Division filming interviews 

with politicians, businesses, young entrepreneurs, talented artists and com-
munity services. More coming in 2025 on richmondsentinel.ca/videos and 
richmondsentinel.ca/editions 

Joe Leary, Veteran Broad-
caster, Freelance Writer, Events 
MC/Host

Joe’s career in radio broadcast 
has taken him to many radio sta-
tions in Vancouver and Toronto.  
He’s known to many here in Rich-
mond for his radio show at CISL 
Radio and the greater Vancouver 
area at CityTV, UTV, Global and 
CKVU. He’s a widely-published 
freelance writer with numerous 
local and national publications 
covering music, travel, food, 
wine, beer, sports and entertain-
ment.

His passion for craft beer led 
him to create Canada’s original dedicated commercial beer radio show 
‘Just for the Beer’ that aired on TSN1040. Joe’s network of clients inter-
viewed over the years is a wealth of interesting stories.

Rika Mansingh a Certified Di-
etician and an Award-Winning 
Author 

Rika has been an inspiration 
to all of us who work with her 
and to the Sentinel viewers in 
print and on video. The value she 
offers is not just her knowledge 
on health and well-ness but the 
ease that she presents the infor-
mation.  She has covered several 
topics to do with the benefits of 
lifestyle choices and healthy eat-
ing habits In a language that is 
understandable. 

Rika has also been a contrib-
utor to our new series “lifestyle 

information for seniors” in print, on video and with our partner Our City 
Tonight, providing valuable options when it comes to health and wellness. 

Douglas James Scammell a 
love for fashion

Douglas is a brand new mem-
ber to the Richmond Sentinel 
team. In reviewing Douglas’ port-
folio there are no words to do 
this man justice with his fashion 
expertise, from his traditional 
business attire to his classy ca-
sual style. If you’re just starting 
out in the world of business 
Douglas’ suggestions will help 
with your wardrobe choices. He 
shares how to stretch your bud-
get by turning two outfits into 
four and when it’s the best time 
to shop.

In the upcoming series Doug-
las will share his passion for accessories, casual wear and a few shopping 
surprises.

Richmond Sockeyes Junior 
A Hockey

The Richmond Sentinel estab-
lished a partnership and spon-
sorship with the Sockeyes in the 
2024 season with writer Steve 
Erickson who also is the game 
announcer providing our viewers 
with a play-by-play of each hock-
ey game.

Whether you like hockey or are 
not familiar with the sport, this 
team of young athletes will keep 
you entertained at a very afford-
able ticket cost.  They are fast, 
aggressive, very talented with 
a common goal, to be scouted 

by one of the NHL teams. They could sure use your help by attending the 
hockey games on Thursday night at the Minoru hockey rink. Please come 
out and cheer them on, you won’t be disappointed.

Jim Gordon is a Media Per-
sonality as an Executive Pro-
ducer, Director, TV Host and 
Interviewer

As the creator of two nation-
al TV shows both airing several 
times a week, he has played a 
supportive role with the Rich-
mond Sentinel to help build the  
media division. His network of 
colleagues in the film, music, 
literary, fashion, food and wine 
industry introduced Richmond 
Sentinel’s viewers to a variety of 
entertainment. 

Jim also has led the media di-
vision with filmed interviews per-

taining to business, the political scene, the young entrepreneurs and most 
recently a series on Healthy Life-Style for Seniors. 

In 2024, the Richmond Sentinel in partnership with: 
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604-277-4519  •  themapleresidences.comTHE MAPLE RESIDENCES
Independent Living in Steveston

from All the
Residents and 

Staff

Happy
New Year

By MATTHEW CHEUNG
Contributing writer

In a series about Richmond’s poppy street 
signs, in memory of our fallen soldiers, we 

share the story of Scotchbrook Road. 
Robert Charles Scotchbrook was born on 

April 13, 1890 in Newton-Harcourt, Leicester-
shire, England. Somewhere along his life, he 
would find himself and his family living in Van-
couver. On Aug. 30, 1916, he enlisted into the 
Royal Canadian Regiment and listed his wife 
Florrie as next of kin. He worked as a farmer 
and his religion was the Church of England. 
He got married to his wife on Dec. 9, 1913, and 

they lived at an address in Steveston. They 
also had a child named Edith Dorothy, who 
was born on July 26, 1907. 

Tragically, just one month after enlisting, 
Robert Scotchbrook would die due to appen-
dicitis while at Esquimalt on Sept. 27, 1916. 

Though he was not part of the fight in Eu-
rope, the City of Richmond honoured Robert 
Charles Scotchbrook for the work that he did 
while serving the Royal Canadian Regiment. 
On December 6, 1954, the city named a street 
sign after him. 

Scotchbrook Road can be found in a small 
community between Garden City Road and 
No. 3 Road. 

In honour of our soldiers: Robert Charles Scotchbrook

Screen grab from Google Maps 
A poppy engraved street sign of Scotchbrook Road. 
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By FLORENCE GORDON
Contributing writer

Once upon a time, magic hap-
pened for the Richmond 

Sockeye Junior A hockey team 
when actors, Goldie Hawn and 
Kirk Russell’s son Wyatt moved 
from Los Angeles to play for the 
Sockeyes. Wyatt was only age 16 
at the time when he earned a spot 
on the Sockeyes’ team as backup 
goalie in season 2002 and num-
ber one goalie in 2003. The team 
went on to win the Cyclone Tay-
lor Cup provincial championship. 
His parents, purchased a house in 
Shaughnessy and were regulars at 
the Minoru Arena so there was no 
problem with attendance as fans 
showed up hoping to get a glance 
of these two movie stars.

Fast forward to 2024, this year’s 
team is packed with talented, fast 
skating players. But it has to be 
disappointing to have so few fans 
in the stands to inspire them on. 
Regardless of the lack of fan sup-

port for the team, Management is 
doing everything they can to pro-
mote hockey in Richmond. With 
Richmond being a multi-cultural 
city, many are not familiar with 
the sport but it’s guaranteed that 
for a very small admission fee you 
will be entertained and will want 
to come back. My friends and I 
took in last night’s game and these 
hockey players skillfully move the 
puck so fast that both goalies have 
to give their best performance 
with the number of shots on goal.  

As a sponsor we’d like to hear 
from our viewers your idea on how 
the Richmond Sentinel can help 
promote the Richmond Sockeye 
hockey team and build up the 
attendance and in exchange we 
will offer two free tickets to any 
Sockeye game to the first five sug-
gestions received. They play every 
Thursday night at 7 p.m. at the Mi-
noru Arena in the heart of down-
town Richmond.

Go to marketing@richmond
sentinel.ca

A great hockey team of talented young guys to follow

Located at Blundell & No 2 Road
42 stores for your year-end shopping

Photo courtesy Richmond Sockeyes
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By MATTHEW CHEUNG 
Contributing writer

 

As we approach the end of 2024, the first full 
calendar year since the end of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Richmond Sentinel would like 
to recap some notable city news and highlight 
some of the awards of recognition for the city, 
it’s local businesses, and citizens. 

Notable Sports and Arts Recognition in the 
city

The Richmond Sentinel is always appreciative 
of local talent and recognition. To start off the 
year, we highlighted the story about Ryan Wang, 
a young piano prodigy who started playing the 
piano at the age of four, made a generous dona-
tion to the Richmond Hospital Foundation. A lit-
tle more than six months later, Richmond’s own 
Chloe Lu was crowned Miss Teenage Richmond 
2024. Chloe, who at the time was in grade 11, at 
Hugh McRoberts Secondary School, is a com-
petitive figure skater who has represented B.C. 
at several national competitions, whose platform is 
on mental health in sports and creating a safe learn-
ing environment for young Canadian athletes. 

Two months later, news about a rising Jazz star 
was brought to our attention. He attended Palmer 
Secondary School and placed third in this year’s Na-
tional Trumpet Competition, Luke Young took the 
time to do an interview with us to discuss his musi-
cal journey, influences, and future in music.

The City of Richmond also honoured the re-
markable Canadian athletes from Richmond who 
sacrificed their blood, sweat, and tears, preparing 
and participating in the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. 
Richmond’s own Camryn Rogers, Evan Dunfee, and 
Nicholas Zhang, were each presented with Ceritifi-
cates of Achievement for their success in Paris and 
for representing the community they were born and 
raised in. Rogers, a graduate of McMath Second-
ary, became the recipient of Canada’s first Olympic 
gold medal in women’s track and field in almost a 
century. Evan Dunfee achieved fifth place in the 20 
km race walk and Nicholas Zhang, a pupil at Rich-
mond’s Dynamo Fencing Club and student at Har-
vard University made his Olympic debut as an épée 
fencer. 

City starts off the 2024 with a win
The first two months of the year saw the City of 

Richmond become the recipient of four awards; 
the 2023 National Energy Globe Award, which 
recognizes projects focused on energy efficiency, 
sustainability and the use of renewable energy or 
emission free sources in over 180 countries; two na-
tional awards from the Silver Leaf Awards of Merit 
for communication and community engagement 
to increase awareness and compliance to generate 
ideas for reducing waste; and the Business Friendly 
Award, for approaches and initiatives that make it 
one of Canada’s most business-friendly cities. 

Notable Business Award Recipients

It’s only right that a city that won four awards in 
the first two months of the year be filled with busi-
nesses that were also recipients of awards. In 2024, 
six businesses received awards for their efforts in 
making the city a place to live. 

On March 7, Tourism Richmond received the 
2024 Destination Market Organization (DMO) Pro-
fessional Excellence Award. Two months later, on 
May 25, saw local development company Everglade 
Development receive not one but three Georgie 
Awards for BC’s Best Corporate / Project Website, 
Best Project Identity, and Best Advertising Cam-
paign. 

To end off the year, four outstanding tourism 
leaders in the City of Richmond were awarded by 
Tourism Richmond for being EPIC. Athiana Acres 
was awarded the Excellence Award for Innovation 
for its diverse produce and new guided farm tours, 
Chloe Kim from Versante Hotel was awarded the 
Passion Award for exceptional service, The Sharing 
Farm Society the Integrity Award for Community 
Participation for its contributions, and finally the 
Steveston Waterfront Hotel won the Collaboration 
Award for Successful Partnerships for its “Brews n’ 
Bikes” package, promoting local businesses and en-
hancing the experience for visitors and locals alike. 

The community’s present and future generations 
take great strides 

A city is only as great as the people that live in it, 
and that applied to those in Richmond, British Co-
lumbia. The first community award given out was 
to Loren Slye on April 15, a long-time Steveston 
resident, he was recognized with the 2023 National 
Award for Volunteerism for his dedication of over 50 
years of volunteering in community services. 

On May 10, over 100 local students attended the 
2024 Richmond Regional Heritage Fair, over 30 stu-
dents were recognized for their commitment to his-
tory and, 27 students were presented awards. 

On June 7, Richmond student, Nitika, who was 

a fourth-year co-op student attending Langara 
College was named the 2023 Co-op Student of 
the Year. 

Continuing on with the theme of seeing our 
future generations be rewarded for their work, 
on July 4, the Richmond Community Foundation 
awarded total of 49 scholarships, with a com-
bined value of $21,500 to 40 Richmond students, 
factoring in academic achievements, communi-
ty involvement, and strength of references. 

Five more students were awarded a Beedies 
Luminaries scholarships of up to $44,000 on 
July 5, recognizing promising B.C. students who 
faced life challenges and adversity with determi-
nation and resilience. Those students are Dor-
oth Yuen and Taixi Wang from Hugh McRoberts 
Secondary, Menam Mehmood from R.C. Palmer 
Secondary, Mackenna Light from Richmond 
Christian Secondary School, and Kelly Huang 
from Richmond Secondary School. 

Straying away from our future generation, 
we look at the legacy of our current generation. 

On August 20, long time Richmond resident, Jim 
Kojima was recognized and awarded the Medal of 
Good Citizenship by the Province of British Colum-
bia. He was recognized as an important member of 
the Steveston Community and was one of 18 peo-
ple who received the award for their extraordinary 
contributions to their community. According to the 
province, “the Medal of Good Citizenship celebrates 
individuals who have acted in a particularly gener-
ous, kind or selfless manner for the betterment of 
their communities without expectation of reward.” 

As we continue into the year, we look at one Rich-
mond resident who’s hardworking and contribu-
tions to the community continue to be recognized, 
on August 23, local McDonald’s manager Baljit 
Sokhi was named a recipient of the Ray Kroc award, 
which recognizes the top performing McDonald’s 
restaurant managers globally, only one per cent of 
restaurant managers around the world receive such 
honour. 

The final quarter of the calendar year saw four 
Richmond citizens receive awards for their contri-
butions. On September 8, Richmond’s Jim Kojima, 
Harold Steves, and Alan Sakai were all recipients of 
the King Charles III Coronation Medal during a cer-
emony at the Seine Net Loft. Such recognition is a 
Canadian honour that recognizes those who have 
made significant contributions to Canada and their 
home provinces, and is the first Canadian honour to 
mark a coronation. 

On September 18, Richmond’s own Lana Wilhelm 
was awarded the 2024 Women in Forestry award for 
her work in fostering sustainable practices and ad-
vancing inclusivity in the industry. 

DISCLAIMER: All awards that were listed here 
is not a complete list and is a compilation of the 
awards news that the Richmond Sentinel has re-
ceived. There is a possibility that some awards may 
have been missed.

File photos
As the year ends, the Richmond Sentinel wanted 
to highlight some notable community news 
and awards of recognition for the city, it’s local 
businesses, and citizens. 

2024 Year in Review – News Stories
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While staying true to the original vision to publish news and events about Richmond that would provide information to new  

members of the community and local residents, the Richmond Sentinel continued to add news from B.C., Canada and 

international countries with a link to Richmond in print and on-line. We’ve added writers that bring an  entertainment factor 

and stories that readers in Richmond could relate to or have an interest in while supporting community events and charities 

in print, digital and filmed videos.

In 2024, the video division has never been busier filming interviews which aired on Richmond Sentinel YouTube channel 

and website and published in the Richmond Sentinel community newspaper. We interviewed interesting business stories, and 

the achievements of many Richmond students in academics, sciences and the arts was refreshing chatting with them in our 

studio and sharing their stories with the community. Covering the B.C. election was important to interview on film and in print 

the candidates that accepted our invitation. With 18 candidates seeking to be elected to fill only four seats was important to 

us at the Richmond Sentinel to give every candidate equal opportunity to state why they were running. Of course, our annual 

filmed interview with Mayor Brodie is something we look forward to every year. With only one take, the Mayor really gets his 

message across. I welcome our readers to go to our website and view in detail the city’s accomplishments and future plans.  

richmondsentinel.ca/videos

We continued a partnership in 2024 with a national weekly TV series, Our City Tonight providing our community with an en-

tertainment factor adding interviews in print and video with artists, singers, song writers, authors, actors, travel, and the food 

and wine industry and most recently an interview from Los Angeles with casts from The Young and The Restless TV show cel-

ebrating their 50th anniversary.

Interviews on film and in print with Rika Mansingh a certified dietician and award-winning author have been very educational 

and she joined a new Richmond Sentinel project with a focus on seniors. As well, Joe Leary a well-known media broadcaster 

will continue to share stories from his experience from years of interviewing on radio and in print. This month Douglas Scam-

mell joined us bringing with him a passion for fashion ideas for men.

In 2024, Richmond Sentinel published a new segment titled Our City Richmond providing seniors with information on services 

and programs available for them. In talking with the senior’s community, we discovered the value in publishing this information 

and went on to add video interviews with experts providing information on health and wellness, fraud, finances, reverse mort-

gage, free services available to help seniors stay in their home, services offered by the federal government and programs for 

seniors within the City of Richmond. 

The Richmond Sentinel, welcomes any suggestions and would like to thank you for your support over the years and from our 

home to yours, we wish you and your loved ones good health and happiness in 2025. newsroom@richmondsentinel.ca

Florence Gordon
Print & Media Division
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The Young and The Restless Lauralee Bell and Michael Damian.    Photo courtesy Howard Wise, JPI Studios Inc.
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A Year In Review 2024
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Richmond student Luke Young is one of the most talked about trumpeters on the Canadian jazz scene.          Photo via Facebook Luke Young

1313

LUKE YOUNGLUKE YOUNG

National 
recognition
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Former City of Richmond Councillor and School Trustee, Linda McPhail, passed away last week.  Photo via Facebook, Linda McPhail
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LINDA MCPHAILLINDA MCPHAIL
 1959 - 2024 1959 - 2024
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2024
CONGRATULATIONS!

RICHMOND
AWARDED

BC’S MOST ACTIVE COMMUNITY

The City of Richmond is 
again delighted to
receive this honour that 
reinforces that we 
continue to be one of 
Canada’s most active
communities.

– Mayor Malcolm Brodie

“
”

The City of Richmond is the recipient of yet another award.  Photo courtesy City of Richmond.    
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Photographer Steven Woods, by land and by sea, opens a new gallery on Granville Island.  Photos courtesy Steve Woods
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STEVE WOODSSTEVE WOODS

World-class 
photographer
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Richmond Sentinel interviews Mayor Brodie to address important issues and projects.  Photo courtesy City of Richmond
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MAYOR BRODIEMAYOR BRODIE

Mayor reviews 
2023-2024

VOL. 8 ISSUE 11 NOT-FOR-PROFIT JUNE 18 - JULY 1, 2024

/TheRichmondSentinel

@TheRichmondSentinel

@RmdSentinel

richmondsentinel.ca Download our app

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE

Photo by Richmond Sentinel
Richmond’s Vedanshi Vala, executive director and cofounder of BOLT Safety supports women in need of temporary refuge.

The Richmond Sentinel wishes everyone a safe and happy Canada Day.
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This year’s BC Senior’s Week theme is “Active Aging”, focusing on maintaining a healthy lifestyle.              Photos via Freepik.com
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RHF announces the new Rick and Amanda Hansen scholarships for youth with disabilities.  Photo courtesy Rick Hansen Foundation
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RICK AND AMANDA HANSEN  RICK AND AMANDA HANSEN  

 New scholarship for 
Youth with Disabilities
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Photo by Takuya Suzuki, Richmond Sentinel
Tour Richmond City Hall inside and outside display of Winter Wonderland presented by Richmond Sunset Rotary Club. 
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WINTER WONDERLANDWINTER WONDERLAND

Celebrate the 
Holiday Season
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Drop off unwrapped toys and cash to Lansdowne Centre on Nov. 23.                              Photo courtesy RCMP graphics RS
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RCMP ANNUAL TOY DRIVERCMP ANNUAL TOY DRIVE

Embrace the spirit of giving
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On the eleventh hour, on the eleventh day, of the eleventh month we honour those who gave their lives.   Photo via Freepik.com
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Founded in 1982 by a young man’s passion to fly, Peter Clarke, president.                  Photo courtesy Seair Seaplanes and Richmond Sentinel
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SEAIR SEAPLANESSEAIR SEAPLANES

Richmond success story
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2024 BC election Information on candidates and voting instructions enclosed.  Photo via Freepik.com
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Steveston’s Men’s Fastpitch Team are proud of their performance in World Tournament.             Photo courtesy Marshall Shields
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Photo courtesy Matt Barnes 
Shawn Hook, a three-time Juno award nominee, “being a singer, the prospects of not being able to sing again weighed on me heavily”. 
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SHAWN SHAWN 
HOOKHOOK

Canadian recording artist
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Loren Slye honoured in Ottawa for 50 years of service.  Photo via Linkedin, Loren Slye
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A dedicated man 
with many talents
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Her father was a well-known politician and first Black Speaker of the House in B.C.  Photo courtesy Benjamin Kwan
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 BEVERLI BARNES BEVERLI BARNES

Fashion designer, 
author, athlete
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City of Richmond provides a variety of seniors’ programs to keep senior’s actively involved.                        Photo via Freepik.com
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Richmond for those 55+
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B.C. born film maker has a decade of credits in the film industry.             Photo courtesy Ashley Ross
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Photo courtesy Our City Tonight
David McCann, philanthropist and lisa Martella of a loving spoonful provide thousands of meals for kids. 
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David McCann , man 
behind the scene
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City of Richmond is recognized nationally with several awards.  Photo courtesy Richmond Sentinel
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Richmond wins four
national awards 
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LUNAR NEW YEARLUNAR NEW YEAR

02
2024 lunar New Year 'Year of the Dragon' celebrations Feb. 9 to 15.                     Photo via Freepik.com
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a team of 250 dedicated fire fighters respond to multiple calls every day.  Photo via facebook.com/richmondfirerescue
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incidents 2023
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15-year old piano prodigy Ryan Wang talks about the impact Richmond Hospital Foundation has had on his life.       Photo courtesy Iris Wang 

08 - 09

Ryan Wang 

Piano prodigy
gives back

The memories we made together…
By FLORENCE GORDON
Print & Media Division

As we close the chapter to 2024, thank you to everyone who supported 
the Richmond Sentinel with your stories, your suggestions, community 

events and of course our advertisers to help make this all possible. 
It’s interesting to look back to where we were this time last year and re-

view this past year’s accomplishments. It’s fascinating to walk down mem-
ory lane reviewing the many stories and the many people that came into 
our lives.

As we completed one publication the next edition brought 
noteworthy stories and new ideas, as shown here in our book of mem-

ories. 
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15-year old piano prodigy Ryan Wang talks about the impact Richmond Hospital Foundation has had on his life.       Photo courtesy Iris Wang 
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gives back

Someone Special
On Aug. 30, 2020 Linda 

McPhail wrote on her Face-
book.

“I will not stand to live in a 
world where love is invisible. 
Join me in showing kindness, 
understanding and judging 
less. Be kind to a stranger, 
give grace to friends who 
are having a bad day and 
be forgiving of yourself.” 
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions
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Former City of Richmond Councillor and School Trustee, Linda McPhail, passed away last week.  Photo via Facebook, Linda McPhail

0404

LINDA MCPHAILLINDA MCPHAIL
 1959 - 2024 1959 - 2024

Favourite Cover
The video interview on loca-
tion with Steve Woods was 
inspirational. With a masters 
degree in photography, he 
travels the world leading ex-
peditions to numerous con-
tinents filming under water 
and wildlife. Based in Van-
couver he is a wildlife conser-
vation photo-grapher raising 
awareness to protect the 
natural environment.
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions
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Photographer Steven Woods, by land and by sea, opens a new gallery on Granville Island.  Photos courtesy Steve Woods
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STEVE WOODSSTEVE WOODS

World-class 
photographer
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Richmond Sentinel interviews Mayor Brodie to address important issues and projects.  Photo courtesy City of Richmond
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MAYOR BRODIEMAYOR BRODIE

Mayor reviews 
2023-2024
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Founded in 1982 by a young man’s passion to fly, Peter Clarke, president.                  Photo courtesy Seair Seaplanes and Richmond Sentinel
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SEAIR SEAPLANESSEAIR SEAPLANES

Richmond success story

Business story
Seair Seaplanes story 

was so inspirational to tell. 
The owner Peter Clarke began 
his pilot career as a teenager 
starting with one float plane 
and now the owner of a fleet 
of float planes with his head 
office in Richmond. Peter has 
so many stories to share of his 
journey and the many hidden 
gems in BC that he’s flown 
into. The interview can been 
seen on video and in print. 
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

Future Creators
Richmond Sentinel filmed 

in 2024, interviews with many 
students in high school and 
university, sharing their 
stories and what they’ve 
achieved in the field of aca-
demics, science, sports and 
the arts. Richmond is blessed 
with talented and dedicated 
young people. Ryan Wang 
was a local prodigy who per-
formed at Carnegie Hall at 
age 5. At the time of interview 
he’s age 15 studying in Europe. 
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

Informative story
This year like many previ-

ous years, Mayor Malcolm 
Brodie sat down in a video 
interview with the Richmond 
Sentinel to share his annu-
al state-of-the-union report. 
The Mayor provided a valu-
able update on the city’s 
progress so it was decided 
it was well worth a second 
review. The interview can be 
seen on video and in print. 
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

Unsung Heroes
The City of Richmond had 

in 2024, 250 dedicated fire 
fighters who respond to mul-
tiple calls every day. Estab-
lished in 1897, today the city 
has 7 fire halls up-graded or 
rebuilt for post-disaster re-
sponse readiness. Known as 
first responders, they answer 
to fire and medical calls, mo-
tor vehicle accidents, alarms 
and public service.

Emergency service 911 
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

A Year In Review 2024
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Senior Lifestyle
2024 was a year of research 

starting with senior lifestyle 
residence that offer the 
comforts of home. The next 
step was to discover all the 
services and the programs 
available for seniors, library’s 
new pilot program delivering 
games and books to senior 
homes and residences at no 
charge and community cen-
tres offering every activity you 
could want to do.
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

The BC Election
In October 2024 Richmond 

voters were faced with who 
to vote for or what Party they 
wanted elected.

With 18 candidates to fill 
four seats, the Richmond 
Sentinel invited all candidates 
to be filmed in an interview 
which aired on RS website and 
in print so that voters could 
make a decision based on in-
formation.
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

The Masters
If you play golf or not The 

Masters is the ultimate to 
watch on TV or if fortunate 
to travel to Augusta Georgia 
to follow your favourite golfer 
around this luscious course.

It wouldn’t be a tournament 
without Tiger Woods a five-
time Masters champion and 
before going to print he had 
not confirmed whether he 
would play or not. 
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions
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This year’s BC Senior’s Week theme is “Active Aging”, focusing on maintaining a healthy lifestyle.              Photos via Freepik.com
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2024 BC election Information on candidates and voting instructions enclosed.  Photo via Freepik.com

City Recognition
Richmond selected as BC’s 

most active community by a 
National organization that’s 
promoting healthy living and 
physical fitness. The nation- 
wide activity initiative is to 
encourage Canadians to get 
active. The award recognizes 
the community’s activity lev-
el and the creative ways staff 
and community partners in 
Richmond motivated all ages 
during June.
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions
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2024
CONGRATULATIONS!

RICHMOND
AWARDED

BC’S MOST ACTIVE COMMUNITY

The City of Richmond is 
again delighted to
receive this honour that 
reinforces that we 
continue to be one of 
Canada’s most active
communities.

– Mayor Malcolm Brodie

“
”

The City of Richmond is the recipient of yet another award.  Photo courtesy City of Richmond.    

Story of Inspiration
Loren Slye 
It’s with great respect for 

a long-time resident that we 
publish this story. He was 
recognized on April 15, 2024 
in Ottawa with the National 
Award for Volunteerism. The 
award is being given to Loren 
Slye by Canada’s Volunteer 
Awards (CVA) for dedication 
of over 50 years of volunteer-
ing in community service.  
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions
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Loren Slye honoured in Ottawa for 50 years of service.  Photo via Linkedin, Loren Slye
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A dedicated man 
with many talents
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The Young and The Restless Lauralee Bell and Michael Damian.    Photo courtesy Howard Wise, JPI Studios Inc.

08-0908-09

Entertainment story
Celebrating 50th anniversa-

ry. For our viewers that follow 
The Young and The Restless 
you will appreciate how very 
special it was to do this inter-
view. Lauralee and Michael 
were teenagers when they 
first appeared on Y&R. They 
talk about the earlier years in 
the interview.

The interview can been 
seen on video and in print. 
Richmondsentinel.ca/videos
Richmondsentinel.ca/editions

A Year In Review 2024
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LET’S RECYCLE OUR 
CHRISTMAS TREES!

Richmond offers several options for recycling 
your tree after the holidays. Help return your 
tree to nature and create new resources.

CHARITY TREE CHIPPING EVENT
Saturday January 4 & Sunday January 5 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Garry Point Park

• Donations accepted for Richmond Firefighters’ Society charities.

• Many thanks to our sponsors: GFL Environmental, Super Save 
Group, McDonald’s Restaurants, Pajos and Ecowaste Industries.

CURBSIDE COLLECTION
Residents with curbside Green Cart collection can cut up and 
bundle their tree and place it at the curb on their regular 
collection day.

Cut and bundle tree sections to a maximum size of 3 feet (91 cm)  
by 2 feet (61 cm), and maximum diametre of 4 inches (10 cm).

FREE DROP-OFF LOCATIONS
Richmond Recycling Depot  
5555 Lynas Lane 
Open 7 days a week, 9 a.m. to 6:15 p.m.  
Closed on statutory holidays.

Ecowaste Industries 
15111 Williams Road
Call 604-277-1410 for hours or visit ecowaste.com.

Remember 
to remove 

all tinsel and 
decorations 

first 

Environmental Programs 
604-276-4010 or garbageandrecycling@richmond.ca

richmond.ca/recycle
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To fans of the Vancouver Canucks there are few 
players more admired and beloved than Kirk 

McLean.
And while his heroics in goal are what endeared 

him to Vancouver hockey fans for some ten sea-
sons, it might be a surprise to learn that prior to 
dedicating himself to hockey, he was scouted by a 
European Soccer Club at the age of 12.

“I didn’t really know about that until a bit later in 
my teenage years when my mom told me,” he says.

“At the beginning I was a winger and then I lost 
my speed at some point and moved into the mid-
field.

I was more of a holding midfielder”.
Hockey was always in the picture and in his 

youth McLean benefitted from a full year of ‘Hock-
ey School’.

“It was called ‘Agincourt Lions Hockey Academy’ 
at the Scarborough Arena outside of Toronto,

“It was all about learning the rules of the game 
and working on your skills and was fantastic for me 
to develop as a hockey player.”

McLean actually started as a Left Winger in his 
second year of House League.

“Halfway through the year we needed a goalten-
der so a teammate and I put our hands up and we 
rotated the position.

“I had some success and actually made the All-
Star team and stuck with it after that.”

Growing up in Toronto as a Maple Leafs fan, 
Kirk McLean saw his goaltending heroes firsthand: 
Jacques Plante, Bernie Parent and Mike Palmateer.

“After the Hockey School, there was ‘Goalie 
School’ and I would always bug my dad to stick 
around.

“I was always interested in the full face masks 
and the paint jobs on them and there was this one 
instructor that had a brush cut and a puck machine 
and I thought that was really cool.

“I got really interested in the position but it was 
mainly because of Bernie and Jacques that I be-
came a goaltender.”

Kirk McLean debuted with the New Jersey Devils 
in 1985/86 but a glut of quality net minders already 
in the organization didn’t allow him much opportu-
nity there.

Things would change prior to the 1987/88 season 
when Vancouver Canucks General Manager Pat 
Quinn traded for him and BC native Greg Adams; 
in exchange for Patrick Sundstrom – as part of a 
rebuilding process. 

The connection with Canuck fans was imme-
diate and he was soon bestowed the affectionate 
moniker, ‘Captain Kirk’.  

After a decade or so in net for the Vancouver 
Canucks, Mclean moved on; though leaving as the 
franchise’s all-time leader with 518 regular season 
games played, 211 wins, 20 shutouts (surpassed in 
2009 by Roberto Luongo), along with playoff games 
played best of 68, including 34 wins and 6 shutouts.   

And chief among the career highlights was an 

incredible run to Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final 
against the New York Rangers in 1994, resulting in a 
heartbreaking 3-2 loss.

30 years later, that loss still stings. 
“Totally”, says the Vancouver Canucks ‘Ring of 

Honour’ inductee and member of the BC Hockey 
Hall of Fame.

“I still have a hard time watching any of the high-
lights; especially that Final Series.

“Watching is pretty tough and to be honest, I 
don’t think I’ve watched the whole series to the 
end”.

But despite coming so close to winning a Stanley 
Cup, the heralded goalie is grateful for a loyal and 
passionate fan base.

“I appreciate the fans because they were with us 
all the way and were so invested in what was going 
on,” he says.

“It was an amazing time, without a doubt and the 
fan base throughout BC and even throughout Can-
ada – among those that were fans of the Vancou-
ver Canucks – the city and this province have been 
unbelievable to me.

“It was amazing then and they still are to me to 
this day”. 

X - @reallyjoeleary  •  Instagram@joeleary

Catching 
up with 
‘Captain Kirk’

Joe Biz – by Joe Leary

Canucks’ Kirk McLean and Joe Leary. 	 Photo courtesy The Chat Room at Tyrant Studios
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THE VIEW #1 – Vera

It has been part of our TV viewing for nearly a decade and a half; a classic Brit-
ish “whodunit”, detective show called Vera. Now comes the show’s 14th and final 
season, available January 2 exclusively on Britbox Canada. From the beginning, 
the show has been led by acclaimed, Academy Award nominated actress, Brenda 
Blethyn, in the title role. Chief Inspector Vera Stanhope is not, and has never been, 
a traditional leader, nor is she there to cheerlead her team (though they are very 
loyal to her). What the often disheveled Vera sometimes lacks in tact, she more 
than makes up for in brilliantly solving heinous crimes in the north-east of England. 
From the popular crime novels by Ann Cleeves, each episode moves slowly (in a 
good way) as Vera and her team analyze, dissect, and solve the case. Shows like 
Vera are our preferred alternative to their big budgeted, flashy, American counter-
parts, with continuous car chases, shootouts and high-tech effects. britbox.com

THE VIEW #2 – Survive

This low budget film caught 
our eye last month with its rather unique premise: A family celebrate their son’s birthday on their 
boat while cruising the ocean, but that family fun is interrupted when a violent storm nearly capsizes 
them. Okay, we’ve seen this kind of story of survival on the high seas before but here’s where this story 
throws a curve at viewers. The family awaken in a desert. Huh, sorry what? Seems the earth has un-
dergone a tragic polarity reversal, draining water from the oceans. Now it becomes a fight to survive 
on land, trying to get to a safe place before the water returns all while battling hungry creatures from 
the abyss that hunt for fresh flesh. In the Apocalyptic film genre, this a fresh, creative take, with pret-

ty good visual effects and on-location set-
tings, which is worth a view on a rainy week-
end afternoon. Survive will be in theatres 
and available for home viewing January 10. 
samuelgoldwynfilms.com

THE VIEW #3 – Let’s Get Lost

It remains one of our all-time favourite 
music documentaries, but also one of the 
saddest. Now – finally – in 4K restoration, 
comes Let’s Get Lost, the story Chet Bak-
er, a legendary jazz vocalist and trumpeter, 
whose epic talent was rivalled only by his 
appetite for self-destruction. Baker really 
did have it all: blessed with movie star looks, 
a singing voice of an angel, and the ability to play the trumpet that would’ve made Gabriel 
jealous. But along the way, drugs and alcohol took over, making Baker almost unrecognizable 
in his later years (when he died in 1989 from a balcony fall at an Amsterdam hotel, at age 58, 
heroin and cocaine were found in his system). Written and directed by Bruce Weber, Let’s Get 
Lost – which was the winner of the Critics Prize at the Venice Film Festival and nominated for 
an Academy Award – benefits from direct access to Baker as he tours, along with excerpts 
from Italian B movies, rare performance footage, as well as interviews with musicians, friends, 
battling ex-wives, and his children. This film is available on Bluray January 7. kinolorber.com

Photo courtesy Samuel Goldwyn Films

Photo courtesy Britbox Canada

Photo courtesy Kino Lorber

SPOTLIGHT ONSPOTLIGHT ON
GREAT MOVIES HOME VIEWINGGREAT MOVIES HOME VIEWING
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Our City Tonight sat down with 
singer/songwriter, Kamasean 

Mathews, who is originally from Indo-
nesia and a superstar in her own coun-
try.

OCT: You have a very interesting 
story, and we will start out by say-
ing that there are approximately 274 
million people living in the country of 
Indonesia, where you are from. When 
you were a young teenager, you com-
peted in the TV show/competition 
Indonesian Idol. Tell us how this story 
unfolded.

KM: I was 16 at the time and I didn’t 
really have any expectations for the 
competition. My mom and dad said 
that I should just do it and they be-
lieved that I had nothing to lose. And I 
agreed that I had nothing to lose at the 
time, so I thought why not try out. I won 
second place, and it was just like that. 
I did get eliminated but I did achieve 
second place.

OCT: When we were talking before 
this interview, we were talking about 
the people in this part of the world 
who have finished as runners-up in 
similar competitions and what happened after-
wards for them; people like Adam Lambert and 
Jennifer Hudson and the list goes on. Suddenly, 
you became a superstar in a country with that 
many people. Tell us how that situation turned out 
and how it was to deal with as a young girl.

KM: It was a lot and to be honest up until today 
it’s still a lot for me to take in, which is weird because 
I’m a grown-up now. It’s been over a decade since 
that competition. But every time I’m back in Jakar-
ta and back to the whole routine, it still feels surre-
al. I don’t feel like the world sees me the way I see 
myself, which is cool and crazy at the same time. 
After winning a competition like that, people look 
at you like you’re so special and you’re so wonder-
ful and of course these are great things, and I feel 
very blessed. It’s a great privilege to have that kind 
of platform because I can do a lot of things and ulti-
mately do a lot of good things for people, but at the 
same time I can never go back to my old life where 

I could just go anywhere unnoticed. When I go even 
to a grocery store in Indonesia and pick up things, 
it’s not unusual for people to be questioning and 
looking at what I have in my grocery basket. They’re 
curious as to what I’m buying.

OCT: And all modesty aside, if we were sitting 
in Jakarta right now or another city in Indonesia, 
we would not be having this conversation with-
out somebody coming over and talking to you. 
And that still happens to you all these years later. 
We must mention that you truly are multi layered. 
You’re living here in Vancouver and in fact you 
have a law degree so you could be practising law 
in Indonesia but because you’re here in Canada, 
your life is quite different. You also teach music in 
Vancouver, which is great.

KM: Yes, it’s been fun and it’s been great, and 
honestly, the reason I got into law school was be-
cause my first-degree was actually in audio engi-
neering which I thought would be very useful for 
me in the music industry. I do understand that it 

is beneficial to me being an artist and 
musician. It’s important to not just un-
derstand the performance aspect, but 
also understand the whole production 
arena. The editing, at least for me per-
sonally, is very important. So then after 
I finished that, I wanted to go back to 
school and learn something that felt 
more academic, something more sta-
ble.

I didn’t feel like this when I went to 
school because the other avenue was 
way too much fun. My brother, at that 
time, was already finished law school 
so I thought I should give law a chance 
too. So, I went to law school, and I 
think it was also because at the time I 
was thinking that I didn’t believe there 
was enough representation in law for 
artists. That’s kind of how I like to live, 
the things that I do in my life, I like to 
be passionate but it’s hard to be pas-
sionate about things that you have 
no interest in, or you feel like it’s not 
beneficial to you. When I pursue some-
thing in life, I always make sure that it’s 
something that I enjoy, something that 
I love, and something that I’m passion-

ate about, but also has to be beneficial to me.
OCT: You have two careers. To become a lawyer, 

the direction is basically from point A to point B, 
but when it comes to becoming a singer/songwrit-
er to a becoming a superstar, well that’s unchart-
ed. You cannot count on that so it’s great that you 
do all these things. We wanted to mention if people 
want to see more of your music, you do have a You-
Tube channel where people can view your music. 
Honestly, you have some wonderful music. You 
do have a great voice, and we are loving the fact 
that you also write a lot of your own music, which 
is very important. So, besides YouTube where else 
can people check out more of your work?

KM: People can check me out on Instagram 
and my handle is simply my first name, Kamasean. 
If you just type in my name, you’ll find everything 
there. My music is also on Spotify and again you 
can just type in my first name. Everything really is 
that easy.

Jakarta singing sensation settles in Vancouver

Photo courtesy Facebook.com
Kamasean Matthews, Indonesian superstar.
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Exceptional Senior Living hhsr.ca
23100 Garripie Avenue, Richmond B.C. V6V 0B9

MOVE IN TODAY! Call our Sales & Leasing Team at

604.214.5700 or sales@hhsr.ca

RICHMOND’S NEWEST SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

Independent Living, Assisted Living and
Full Care Suites available


